


Hello, delegates! 

 

I am excited to welcome you to the Commonwealth Model United Nations Conference! 

My name is Alexey Boyko, a senior at Commonwealth School, and I will be your chair in 

UNHCR. We have been preparing for this conference for a long time now, and I hope you 

are as enthusiastic about taking part in it as I am. This year, in our committee will be 

discussing the South Sudanese refugee crisis. Dealing with crises concerning refugees is 

one of the most important roles of the United Nations. Caring for people in one of the 

worst situations one can imagine is what defines us an international community. 

A few notes on the committee: prepare well, learn your country’s positions and read the 

background guide. Defend your positions and you will be golden. I know you are all going 

to do great! Don’t forget to have fun, and I will see you all in committee!  

If you have any questions, feel free to email me at aboycko@commschool.org . 
 

Sincerely, 

Alexey Boyko 

mailto:aboycko@commschool.org


South Sudanese Refugee Crisis 
 

 

Problem Statement 
 
Shortly after winning its independence as the world’s 
newest country, political tensions led to a divided, 
violent government in South Sudan. The combination 
of political turmoil, economic struggles, and severe 
drought led to an extreme humanitarian crisis.  
 
As of February 2017, 5.1 million South Sudanese people 
are in need, while 3.6 million have fled their homes.  
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Nearly 2 million of these people are now refugees  over 
2

half of which are seeking refuge in Uganda.  South 
3

Sudanese refugees face uncertain times of violence as 
they leave their homes. Fleeing to neighboring nations means traveling through war-stricken 
areas where people risk their lives just to reach the border. People walk for days, often losing 
friends and family along the way. To avoid areas of armed forces, many avoid the main roads 
and walk for more than a month to reach the borders of nations like Uganda, Kenya, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Central African Republic, and Sudan.   

4

 
Those who flee to refugee camps are faced with famine, lack of access to education, child 
soldier recruitment, and unsanitary conditions that make them susceptible to diseases such as 
malaria and cholera. Support is needed from the global community in areas of safety, 
education, food, economic well-being, health, and child soldiers.  
 

History  
 
South Sudan became the world’s newest nation in 2011 after declaring its independence from 
Sudan following nearly 50 years of armed conflict. However, peace was short lived in the 
fledgling nation as political tensions tore it apart almost immediately. Shortly after declaring its 
independence, South Sudan’s president, President Salva Kiir, accused the vice president, Vice 
President Riek Machar, of an attempted coup. By 2013, this political tension turned to violence, 

1 https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/south-sudan/quick-facts-what-you-need-know-about-south-sudan-crisis 
2 http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php 
3 https://www.worldvision.org/disaster-response-news-stories/south-sudan-conflict-hunger-facts-faqs-help 
4http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2017/2/589dba9f4/number-refugees-fleeing-south-sudan-tops-15-million.html 



as loyal supporters of both sides took to the streets 
starting a civil war. 
 
After a year of violence, negotiations between both 
sides began in 2014 resulting in peace agreements. 
However, the conflict continued, and the agreements 
were repeatedly violated by both sides. Under the 

threat of sanctions from the international community, President Kiir signed a peace agreement 
with rebel leader and former Vice President Machar in August 2015. As the first step toward 
achieving peace and ending the civil war, Machar returned to South Sudan and was sworn in 
once again as vice president in April 2016, after spending more than two years in political exile. 
However, soon after his return, violence broke out again between government forces and rebel 
groups in July 2016, displacing tens of thousands of people. Following the outbreak of violence, 
Machar fled the country, and Kiir replaced him with General Taban Deng Gai. After conflict 
intensified in July 2016, the UN Security Council authorized a regional protection force of 4,000 
peacekeepers to deploy in summer 2017. 
 
Over 50,000 people have been killed since December 2013 as a result of this civil war and an 
estimated 1.9 million have been internally displaced.  Many continue to flee due to widespread 5

violence. However, the refugees who decide to leave South Sudan still face danger. Those who 
flee to refugee camps are faced with food insecurity, lack of access to education, child soldier 
recruitment, and unsanitary conditions that make them susceptible to diseases such as malaria 
and cholera.  
 

Discussion  
 

CAUSES OF THE SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEE CRISIS 
Civil War: Shortly after declaring its independence, South Sudan’s president accused the vice 

president of an attempted coup. By 2013, this political tension turned to violence, as loyal 

supporters of both sides took to the streets. The violence of this civil war threatens the safety 

of South Sudanese citizens every day, forcing many to flee the country for their own safety. 

South Sudanese refugees face uncertain times of violence as they leave their homes. Fleeing to 

neighboring nations means traveling through war-stricken areas where people risk their lives 

just to reach the border. People walk for days, often losing friends and family along the way. To 

avoid areas of armed forces, many avoid the main roads and walk for more than a month to 

reach the borders of nations like Uganda, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Central 

African Republic, and Sudan.   
6

 

Economic Instability: South Sudan seceded from Sudan in 2011 after more than 50 years of 

conflict. With great wealth in oil, the nation carried high potential for economic development. 

5 https://www.cfr.org/interactives/global-conflict-tracker#!/conflict/civil-war-in-south-sudan 
6http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2017/2/589dba9f4/number-refugees-fleeing-south-sudan-tops-15-million.html 



However, the country’s internal political turmoil, violence, and eventual civil war has prevented 

economic growth in the nation. Due to the lack of conflict-resolution and any framework for 

peace and security, the foreseeable future of South Sudan’s economy is unstable. While 85% of 

the South Sudanese working population depends on farming, the civil war has prevented 

farmers from accessing their lands.  Additionally, high tariffs (taxes on imported and exported 
7

goods) and poor export revenue due to declining oil prices has led to a decline in the nation’s 

economy. Without a developed economy or access to job opportunities, many South Sudanese 

refugees who have fled may choose to never return to their homeland. 

 
An Education “Lockout”: Out of the 3.6 million who have fled their homes, 6 out of every 10 
are children, many of whom travel alone. Due to long periods of treacherous travel and lack of 
educational resources in refugee camps, these children severely lack a proper education. 
Without a proper education, the next generation is vulnerable to an uncertain future and lack 
of development and opportunities in life. Save the Children predicts that over the next three 
years, 900,000 child refugees in Uganda alone will be “locked out” of education.  
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Famine: Civil war, a weak economy, extreme refugee crisis, poor agricultural conditions, and 
severe drought has led to food shortages and famine. Additionally, humanitarian organizations 
are struggling to reach communities with the highest need due to violence, the need for an 
agreement before reaching an area, and lack of funding. With farmers finding themselves 
unable to plant crops amidst the growing violence, food shortages have continued to worsen. 
As of early 2017, a famine (an extreme scarcity of food, widespread starvation)  has been 
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declared in South Sudan, leaving 5 million people (nearly 40% of the population) in need of 
urgent help and 100,000 people on the verge of starvation. Of these, more than one million 
children are suffering from acute malnutrition.   
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Disease: Between traveling long distances to places of refuge, to living in overcrowded refugee 
camps, the need for life-saving health assistance has become increasingly necessary. One of the 
highest health concerns for refugees is cholera, a bacterial infection caused by contaminated 
food or water, which can kill within mere hours.  Refugee camps can’t meet the demand of the 
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increasing population. With dirty, contaminated water, and the little protection that temporary 
tent structures offer, people are at high risk for cholera, hepatitis, and malaria. Refugees are in 
need of mosquito nets, vaccinations, medicines, doctors, proper clinics, and funding to meet 
the needs of the millions of refugees facing life-threatening illnesses every day. 
 
Child Soldiers:  Since the beginning of the violent conflict in South Sudan, people have been 
fleeing their homes, trying to find ways to survive. As many as 2,000 children have been among 
those killed in the war. To make matters worse, 16,000 children have been recruited as to fight 
as soldier on both sides of the conflict.  While some children are kidnapped and forced at 12

7 http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/southsudan/overview 
8 http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/2017-06/child-refugee-education-crisis-looming-uganda 
9 http://www.dictionary.com/browse/famine 
10 http://www.cnn.com/2017/02/20/africa/south-sudan-famine/ 
11 http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs107/en/ 
12 https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/generation-made-fight-saving-south-sudans-child-soldiers/30738 



gunpoint to join forces, others join to avoid being killed while hoping to protect their 
communities. Some families fear that if they do not send their children to war, their cattle will 
be stolen. 
 
Safety: South Sudanese refugees face uncertain times of violence as they leave their homes. Fleeing to 
neighboring nations means traveling through war-stricken areas where people risk their lives just to reach 
the border. People walk for days, often losing friends and family along the way. To avoid areas of armed 
forces, many avoid the main roads and walk for more than a month to reach the borders of nations like 
Uganda, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Central African Republic, and Sudan 
 
After many refugees have spent more than a decade in asylum, many seek to return home. However, 
violence is still prominent in many areas, especially Upper Nile, Unity, and Jonglei States. There are 
continued human rights violations in the nation, including the forced recruitment of child soldiers on both 
sides of the conflict. Unfortunately, there is also a lack of accountability for these human rights violations. 
Refugees returning to their home nation risk violence and increased food scarcity upon their return. 

 
International Actions 
Over ten countries and international organizations have provided funding for humanitarian aid 
for the South Sudanese refugee crisis. Here are a few ways some the leading nations have 
helped: 

United States: As a response to the crisis in South 
Sudan, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) has provided humanitarian 
assistance and support for the people of Sudan, 
providing them with access to water, health, and 
education services. USAID partnered with an 
organization called Samaritan’s Purse to 
implement a water drilling system in Mayendit and 
help citizens create water management 
committees to ensure these water pumps would 
be maintained for future use. USAID partner 
Medair has helped in the creation of Care Groups 
to educate local women on issues such as personal 
hygiene, proper diets for pregnant women, hand-washing, and other healthy habits so they can 
spread this helpful information to their families, friends, and neighbors. Medair has also taught 
them how to use and maintain nearly 800 water filters and has partnered with communities to 
build a sanitation infrastructure to build latrine pits and shelters. USAID has also played a role in 
the safe-keeping of children in Sudan. USAID partner Nonviolent Peaceforce has facilitated 
trainings on child protection issues and has educated the community about the impact of child 
labor and child soldier recruitment.  Nonviolent Peaceforce has also worked directly with 
community-based organizations to develop child-friendly spaces to rehabilitate children 
traumatized from war by engaging in nonviolent play. 



Ethiopia: Before the South Sudanese Civil War began in 2013, there were around 50,000 South 
Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia. That number has skyrocketed to over 380,000 currently seeking 
refuge and asylum in Ethiopia. An average of 1,000 refugees arrive in Ethiopia daily, which 
leaves humanitarian aid organizations scrambling to cover the water, food, sanitation and 
safety needs of the refugees. Many of the refugees are bringing disease with them across the 
border, including malaria and measles. Nevertheless, Ethiopia has a progressive approach to 
supporting refugees. They are working towards increasing refugee enrollment in primary and 
secondary education to all qualified refugees, providing work permits, and building industrial 
parks for 100,000 people where 30 percent of the jobs would be allocated to refugees. 

Sweden: Sweden is strongly committed to helping 
South Sudan, the newest country in the world, make 
the transition to a stable state. Working closing with 
the UK, they provide funding to help South Sudan 
develop a functional healthcare system. With the 
UNFPA (UN Population Fund), they also support 
initiatives around maternal health. Sweden seems 
particularly aware of the unique challenges faced by 
South Sudanese refugees who are women and girls 
and need to provide for themselves and families. 
The Swedish government is also aware of the need 
to support host countries in their efforts. In Spring 
2017, the Swedish Embassy in Uganda announced 
that they would dedicated the International Day of 

Women in 2017 to this group in particular. On this day, Swedish First Secretary Johan Bergqvist 
said, “ But we also understand that Uganda cannot tackle the refugee crisis alone. World leaders 
can no longer watch passively as so many lives are needlessly put at risk. We must be smart 
about finding solutions to help refugees and host communities.” 

China : China plays a major role on the global stage when it comes to the worldwide refugee 
crisis. In 2016, China donated $2.8 million to refugee programs and has donated $12.5 million 
as of June 2017. China has also implemented programs such as the Belt and Road Initiative and 
Silk Road, which help stabilize areas in conflict and address the causes of displacement. Earlier 
this year, Chinese and South Sudanese leaders agreed to increase cooperation in South Sudan’s 
health sector by improving knowledge sharing, capacity building, and hospital to hospital 
collaboration. On July 30, the China announced that it would donate $1.8 million to South 
Sudan’s Ministry of Health, including $1 million toward cholera response activities and 
$800,000 in anti-malarial medications. China also funded the expansion and modernization of 
South Sudan’s Juba Teaching Hospital and Kiir Mayardit Women’s Hospital, a project that 
launched this past July. 

 

Questions to Consider 
 



1. How should the international community work to resolve the South Sudanese refugee 
crisis? 

 

2. How should South Sudan’s government address the civil war? 
 

3. How might we address the security issues surrounding safety, education, food, 
economic well-being, health, and child soldiers? 
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