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Dear Delegates, 

Hello, and welcome to COMMUN 2018! 

Our committee is the Council of Europe, Europe’s leading human rights organisation. We will be 

discussing the rights and inclusion of the Romani people. This is a challenging topic, and it 

includes issues that are not only political, but also ethical, social, and economic in nature. 

Our names are Olga Kazarov and Jacqueline (Jac) Mitzenmacher, and we will be your chairs. 

We are sophomores at the Commonwealth School located in the beautiful Back Bay 

neighborhood in Boston, MA. 

Like you, we began participating in Model UN in middle school. While at first it was challenging 

to be a confident speaker and to put ourselves out there, we quickly learned that Model UN is a 

safe space for exploring new ideas - we assure you, the more you put yourself out there, the 

easier it gets. 

We are so excited to hear your ideas, and lead you through what we hope will be an engaging 

discussion and debate. We encourage you to do some outside research on your country, your 

country’s position on the topic, and what the Council can and cannot do—this will be a bit 

different than your typical General Assembly committee! 

Feel free to email us with any questions or concerns before the conference. We are more than 

happy to help wherever possible. You can reach us at okazarov@commschool.org and 

jmitzenmacher@commschool.org. 

- Olga and Jac  
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Background 
The Council of Europe is an organization focused on preserving and defending basic 

human rights, founded in 1949 after the Second World War. The Council includes 47 member 

states; 28 of those states are also members of the European Union.1 All countries within the 

council have signed the European Convention on Human Rights, a treaty designed to protect 

human rights in the Council of Europe member states.2 

The Council of Europe’s core purpose is to promote human rights, and as Winston 

Churchill, one of the founders of the Council, once said, “What is the use of living, if it be not to 

strive for noble causes and to make this muddled world a better place for those who will live in it 

after we are gone?” 
The term Roma as defined by The European Commission, “refers to a variety of groups 

of people who describe themselves as Roma, Gypsies, Travellers, Manouches, Ashkali, Sinti and 

other titles.” The Roma are also colloquially known as “gypsies,” although the term is now 

considered derogatory. The Roma have been a part of European populations for a very long time. 

Although the exact number of Romani people in European countries is unknown, it is estimated 

that there are around 10 to 12 million Romani living in Europe, with about half living in the 

European Union. Also, according to these estimates, Turkey, Romania, Russia, Bulgaria, Spain, 

Hungary, Serbia, Slovakia, France, and Greece have the highest populations of Romani peoples. 

Turkey, Russia, and Serbia, however, are not part of the European Union.3 

 Historically, the Roma have faced racism and prejudice in European countries. Similar to 

the Jewish population in Europe during World War Two, the Roma population was also targeted 

during that war, and various reports show anywhere from 25-75% of the Roma were killed.4 

Even recently, such bias against the Roma have lead to segregation in schools. In 2005 a school 

in Greece solved a protest by moving Romani students to another building, highlighting the 

modern day intolerance towards the Roma. This bias extends to politics as well: even though the 

                                                
1 https://www.coe.int/en/web/about-us/who-we-are?desktop=false 
2 https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/what-european-convention-human-rights 
3 https://www.euronews.com/2017/08/01/who-are-the-roma-people  
4 https://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/21/world/europe/roma-discrimination/index.html 
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Roma make up a substantial part of the European population, they do not hold a distinct voice in 

European government.  

Roma citizens are very likely to experience socio-economic challenges, especially 

surrounding employment and housing. Around ninety percent of Roma households are below the 

national poverty level. Many Roma households lack essential amenities such as electricity, 

indoor toilets, and indoor kitchens. A 2004 study has shown that Romani citizens are far more 

likely to remain unemployed compared to their non-Roma counterparts: while only 16% of 

Europeans are unemployed, less than one third of Roma citizens have paid employment, and 

only one third are formally employed. Over sixty percent are employed in the informal sector, 

working unskilled or semi-skilled jobs.5 

Roma citizens are also much less likely to receive an adequate education preparing them 

for future jobs, or proper healthcare. While about half of Roma children initially enroll in school, 

they end up dropping out in order to work, due to a lack of resources. By the time they reach 

adulthood, only about 15% have completed an upper-secondary education. Additionally, a lack 

of access to healthcare among adults can obstruct work or any other daily activities: 

approximately 66% of Roma citizens cannot afford prescription drugs, and about 20% were not 

covered by medical insurance at all or did not know if they were. About 15% of Roma children 

are unvaccinated, which is over 10% more than non-Roma children.6  

The high unemployment rate and the shortage of education and healthcare amongst the 

Romani adds significant stress to the already strained European economic structure and social 

welfare system, only further fueling a cycle of poverty and the stereotypes surrounding the Roma 

community.7 

In 1990, at the Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE (Commission on 

Security and Co-operation in Europe), a document that discusses personal freedoms and human 

rights including property and children was written up. The Copenhagen Document recognizes 

                                                
5 http://www.eurasia.undp.org/content/rbec/en/home/ourwork/sustainable-
development/development-planning-and-inclusive-sustainable-growth/roma-in-central-and-
southeast-europe/roma-data.html 
6 http://www.eurasia.undp.org/content/rbec/en/home/ourwork/sustainable-
development/development-planning-and-inclusive-sustainable-growth/roma-in-central-and-
southeast-europe/roma-data.html  
7 http://www.errc.org/roma-rights-journal/poverty-and-roma-in-central-and-eastern-europe-a-
view-from-the-world-bank  
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racial minorities, including the Roma, and discusses how to take measures in order to preserve 

fundamental rights for these minorities.8 

In 2000, the Race Equality Directive was implemented by the EU in order to further 

eliminate racial discrimination. This act provides information on judicial and legal details in case 

of violation, and gives all EU member states three years to implement the provisions into 

domestic law. 

In 2011, the European Commision announced the Communication on an EU framework 

for national Roma integration strategies with the goal of facilitating the inclusion of Romani 

people. Even though countries have begun taking active steps in order to diminish discrimination 

against Roma in society, the Roma continue to face prejudice in various aspects of their daily 

life. 

Currently, Europe is divided by their views on inclusion of Romani people. In 2010 the 

French government began deportation of thousands of Romani people to Bulgaria, Romania, and 

other countries of origin. In 2000, Vadim Tudor, a member of the Romanian parliament and 

presidential candidate reportedly said, “We are not interested in what Gypsies want. All 

[Gypsies] should be put in jail. There is no other solution.” In June 2018, Deputy Prime Minister 

of Italy, Matteo Salvini, stated, “We need a mass cleansing, street by street, piazza by piazza, 

neighbourhood by neighbourhood. We need to be tough because there are entire parts of our 

cities, entire parts of Italy, that are out of control.” 9 

It is debated whether the ingrained bias against the Roma is justified, especially 

considering both their position in today’s society and their complex past in Europe. The issue is 

complicated and involves underlying socio-economic issues, human rights, and a clear lack of 

consensus amongst countries. Many European countries have contradicting solutions, and 

various reports question whether some of them are legal or not. It is your job to think of and 

determine lasting solutions to such a difficult topic. 

 

We look forward to hearing your debate and your resolutions! 

  

                                                
8 https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/14304  
9 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/italy-matteo-salvini-video-immigration-
mass-cleansing-roma-travellers-far-right-league-party-a8409506.html 
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Terms for Googling: 

● The Council of Europe 

● Roma/Romani 

● Roma integration 

● Romani status in your country 

(i.e. population, income, employment, education, housing, etc.) 

● Background information on your country 

(i.e. financial situation, type of economy, general population, etc.) 

● International/national agreements involving the Roma and your country’s government; 

International agreements in Europe and/or the EU - ex: ECHR, ICERD, etc. 

(search for any treaties, agreements, documents, committees, etc.) 

 
Websites 

http://www.errc.org/roma-rights-journal/the-united-nations-development-programmes-
vulnerability-projects-roma-and-ethnic-data 
 
http://www.eurasia.undp.org/content/rbec/en/home/ourwork/sustainable-
development/development-planning-and-inclusive-sustainable-growth/roma-in-central-and-
southeast-europe/roma-data.html 
 
https://europe.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RomaInclusion.pdf 
 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/minorities/pages/unitednationsregionalwgonroma.aspx 
 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/combatting-
discrimination/roma-and-eu/roma-integration-eu-countries_en 
 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/roma 
 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23254646?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 


