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Welcome Letter

Dear Delegates,

Our names are Alex Choi and Parth Garg, we are very excited to welcome you to

the COMMUN conference. We are juniors at the Commonwealth School, and have

participated in many MUN conferences as high schoolers and as middle schoolers. We

have never chaired a committee before, and are very eager to guide your discussion and to

hear your opinions and ideas for solving this very complex problem: the Situation in

Afghanistan.

Like many, we remember watching the insurrection break out in Afghanistan in the

summer of 2020, and wondering what would happen to all those who were unable to

reach safety. This committee is centered around the ideas of governance and human

rights. We hope that you get the opportunity to take a deep dive into these issues, and

craft a unique solution together that acknowledges all the facets of this crisis. As a part of

the UN Security Council, you will get to experience one of the more interesting aspects of

the UN. You must not only try to come up with a solution that benefits a single population,

but you must craft a resolution that satisfies all permanent five member-nations, who hold

veto power on the UNSC.

Position papers are required to participate, because they are an invaluable tool for

delegates in understanding how their country might act in a real committee. We look

forward to reading them, and if you have any questions please feel free to ask them to

pgarg@commschool.org or at achoi@commschool.org.

Parth Garg

Commonwealth ‘23

Alex Choi

Commonwealth ‘23

mailto:pgarg@commschool.org
mailto:achoi@commschool.org


UN Security Council: The Situation in
Afghanistan

Problem Statement:

This committee will look to address the current situation in Afghanistan. The goal

of the UN Security Council, here, will be to establish a diplomatic solution that will aid in

upholding the values of human rights

globally. The UNSC will have to use its

power to adopt binding resolutions to

create a solution to quell the dangerous

situation in Afghanistan, while appeasing

the five states who can veto resolutions.

The major problems that the international

community must address right now are

the armed conflict and the humanitarian

crisis. The new Taliban government is

abusive and unstable. The Security

Council must design a framework for governing Afghanistan while upholding rights for all.

Background

The Taliban originally formed as an Islamic group resisting Soviet occupation of

Afghanistan during the Soviet-Afghan war (1979-1989). They were backed secretly, along

with several other guerilla groups, by the US as a measure of the cold war, in an attempt to

stop the spread of Russian influence throughout the region. In the years post-occupation,

the Taliban gained some support throughout the country, promising stability through

generally strict Islamic rule and sharia law. These ideals would later manifest in 1994,

when the group entered Kandahar in an attempt of pacification, leading to the group

taking over Kabul, and by extension the country, in 1996. This takeover did not come with

peace but with war and violence, turning the population of Kabul into a quarter of what it



once was, through the flight and death of citizens. This conflict would last throughout the

end of the 1990s, with the Taliban escalating to extreme measures, both within the

country and outside the country. Within, women wore forbidden from working and

education, and corporal punishment became the norm for any broken laws. In 2001, the

US declared war on Afghanistan after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, leading to two years of

major conflict and thousands of casualties. When major conflict was finished in 2003, an

interim government was installed in the interim, predominantly worked on by NATO. The

Taliban would later seize parts of southern Afghanistan, but wouldn’t find their way back

to controlling the entire country for the next two decades.

The UNSC has a long, storied history with the Taliban in Afghanistan. The first

resolution concerning the conflict can be seen during the Afghan civil war in 1996, with

S/RES/1076, calling for peace and demilitarization between the two parties. In the years

following, sanctions were placed and held upon the Taliban government, leading up to the

US invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, in addition to establishing the International Security

Assistance Force (ISAF), meant to protect the country from guerilla groups and help

rebuild major governmental institutions. The council proceeded to endorse the Kabul

Declaration on Good-Neighborly

Relations in 2002 (major conflict would

mostly end in 2003), and has continued

to support reconstruction efforts in the

years since, establishing and continuing

the United Nations Assistance Mission

in Afghanistan (UNAMA). Afghanistan

would remain occupied by US and

NATO troops, as well as ISAF and

UNAMA peacekeepers for the next two

decades.

However, in February of 2020, the US and Afghanistan drafted a joint declaration

of peace, with the US planning a withdrawal of military forces by the Summer of 2021,

with efforts beginning in November of that year. During the withdrawal within 2021, the

Afghan Taliban moved violently through Afghanistan, overthrowing Kabul with little

resistance in August of that year. The UNSC would later draft a resolution speaking on the

expectations of the new Taliban government, calling for humanitarian aid to be sent to

Afghanistan, women’s rights to be kept, and for borders to remain open.



Current Situation

Currently, the Taliban holds control over most Afghan territory, including the high

population urban areas. Currently, the Afghan people are dependent on the foreign aid

from national governments and NGOs around the world. However, the Taliban’s

government decided to create a less equitable government. Whereby, they negated all the

civil liberties established by the previous government. However, the aid received by

various organizations around the world is mostly contingent on the guarantee of certain

human rights to all, and thus vital aid for the Afghan people is proving scarce. These new

Taliban policies include the cracking down on reporters and activists and impunity for

crimes against women and minorities. These actions, reminiscent of the Taliban’s rule in

90s, were all instituted by the Ministry for Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice,

which had vowed to continue the equal treatment of women, minorities, and US

supporters. These pledges have yet to have been enforced consistently, and there are

numerous examples of violent acts against women going unpunished. The international

community is dubious that any of these pledges will be honored.

Regardless of the status of foreign aid, the

humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan is still escalating.

Poverty has reached all time highs, and large

populations in Afghanistan are dealing with food

shortages. The starving people are also being forced

to flee from their native land; refugees are

attempting to migrate to Iran, Turkey, Pakistan, and

other European countries. Most Western countries

are mainly focused on preventing a large-scale

humanitarian crisis. Past conflicts in the Middle East

region, such as the Syrian Civil War, haved ended

with massive migration crises leading to much

preventable human suffering. The goals of the EU

prioritize the resettlement of Afghan refugees in

neighboring countries, because the process of granting asylum in Europe to such a large

number of refugees would prove time consuming as well as resource intensive. Aside from

creating resettlement programs, the EU’s other goal is the same as that of most of the

international community, which is to establish security for the Afghan people. European

countries and agencies plan to offer aid to the new Afghan government under the

condition that they actually confer those human rights which had been previously



promised. However, the humanitarian crisis remains the highest priority problem which

must be addressed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and an already overburdened

refugee system, these countries lack the resources to properly accept and care for these

displaced people, and are forced to deport migrants back to Afghanistan, where they fear

not just famine, but also punishment for their leaving. The UNHCR is attempting to scale

up operations in the border regions and provide medical, psychiatric, and protection

services for the Afghan refugees, however there are simply not enough resources to

support this massive influx of refugees. Additionally, the brutal winter season and

COVID-19 pandemic have further complicated the supply chains, as well as the health and

wellness of the refugees.

Questions:

1. How can we ensure the equal treatment of people?

2. What would be the best way to help refugees in Afghanistan?

3. How can we ensure that optimal health conditions are maintained?

4. How should we resolve conflict with the Taliban?
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